














15.14.050, starting on page 15.14: 30 of the UDC. The new language is
attached as Exhibit A.

The proposed standards are modeled after the original language and provide an
option for gardenscape or xeriscape designs. Underground irrigation is not
required with either of the options, but it is recommended.

Upon evaluating various options pertaining to assurance for compietion of any
delayed landscape improvements, staff continues to recommend that a financial
security be required.

50. Wireless Telecommunication Standards Section 15.14.130

o Move to amend Section 15.14.130, as amended on December 29, 2009, as
presented in Exhibit B, attached hereto.

The wireless telecommunication standards were previously discussed by the Council on
two separate occasions. During those discussions some Councilors expressed
concerns about fall areas and setbacks from property lines. Based on the comments,
staff proposed an amendment increasing the setbacks. At December 29, 2009 special
meeting, the Council approved an amendment that established setbacks from property
lines and roof edges equal to or greater than the height of a tower or an antenna. Upon
hearing testimony from Mr. Brett Glass at the January 11, 2010 special meeting, the
Council directed staff to review and revise the standards. Staff discussed alternative
standards with Mr. Glass and State Representative Carson who owns a building in the
downtown with several roof-mounted antennas. Staff has also looked into model
telecommunication ordinances. As indicated to the Council on a few occasions, there
are no right or wrong standards. Most communities require some level of setbacks and
some level of “stealth” design. Based on discussion and identified best planning
practices, staff recommends the standards be amended as proposed in Exhibit B. For
the most part, the proposed changes reflect standards as originally included in the
August 11, 2009 version of the UDC. Some notable changes are as follows:

1. Clarification that satellite dishes, wireless internet antennas and similar technologies
are exempt from this chapter (15.14.130.C.2.¢).

2. Antennas attached to buildings shall meet the maximum height provisions of
15.14.130.J

3. Clarify the preference for stealth / camouflage towers in the conditional use process
(Added new sentence to the end of 15.14.130.D.3 stating, “Collocation of facilities
and/or stealth technology may be considered a mitigating factor to a conditional use
request and may justify the request.”

4. Clarification that tower heights are absolute whether attached to a building or on a
single tower. 15.130.J.
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EXHIBIT A

Section 15.14.050. Front-Yard Landscaping Residential Containing Three Units or Less

1.

Applicability

The front-yard areas between the building and back of curb within all new developments
containing three or fewer dwelling units on lots or parcels less than 16,000 square feet in size
shall be landscaped prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy pursuant to this Section.
The landscaping shall be located within the entirety of the front setback between the front
plane of the building or fence(s) and the roadway.

Landscape Plan

A landscape plan shall be submitted with an application for a building permit. The landscape
plan shall be approved prior to installation of the landscaping and become part of the
building permit. Any modifications to the approved plan must be reviewed and approved by
the Department. The plan shall include a calculation of landscaped areas and a list of
proposed plant species. An underground irrigation system is recommended.

Installation and Final Inspection

The landscaping shall be completed by the developer, builder or property owner and
inspected by the Department prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy. The
planting of the required landscaping may be delayed for up to 12 months past the
Certificate of Occupancy if a financial security is filed with the Department by the person
listed as the owner on the building permit application. The financial security shall be o letter
of credit, performance bond, or cashier’s check. The financial security shall be a minimum of
125% of the estimated cost of labor and landscape materials.

4. Gardenscape Option

a. The landscaping shall consist of at least 75% of living ground cover. Up to 50% of the
living ground cover area may be used for flower or garden beds, shrubbery planters or
other similar accent features. At least two trees must be planted in the front yard area.
Trees may be a combination of either evergreen or deciduous. At planting time
evergreen trees must be at least five feet tall. Deciduous trees must be at least 1.5 inches
caliper at breast height. Tree wells of 5-foot diameter or less can be excluded from
calculating the 75% of living groundcover requirement. It is recommended that free wells
and other exposed planter areas be covered with organic material such as bark or mulch.

b. In order to reduce dust and soil erosion, any remaining area not covered by living
groundcover must be covered by materials such bark or decorative rock.

¢. For the purposes of calculating landscape area, driveways and sidewalks shall not be

included.



Xeriscape Option

a. As an alternative to the gardenscape option identified above, xeriscape landscaping is
permissible in compliance with the City’s xeriscape guidelines. The design may include a
mix of decorative rock, mulch, plants, and native grasses. A maximum of 50% of the front
yard area may be without plants, but must be covered with materials such as decorative
rock, bark, or mulch. Plants species used must be of appropriate variety to tolerate low
watering and high altitude climate.

b. A xeriscape plan must be prepared by a by a professional specialist with demonstrable
expertise in landscaping, such as a landscape architect or landscape contractor. The
xeriscape plan must also include recommended maintenance and watering schedule.

Maintenance

All [andscaping must be maintained by the property owner in perpetuity with prompt removal
and replacement of dead or diseased plants. Native grasses must be kept cut to a level
recommended by the landscape plan. All landscape areas must be clear of weeds and is
subject to the provisions of Laramie Municipal Code Chapter 8.28.

Modifications After Initial Installation

Landscaping may be modified by the property owner after initial installation without
approval by the Department provided that the front-yard area remains landscaped, meets

the purpose of this Chapter and does not violate the provisions of Laramie Municipal Code
Chapter 8.28.



EXHIBIT 13

15.14.010  WIRELESS COMMUNICATION TOWERS

15.14.010.A. Purpose

This chapter regulotes wireless telecommunication towers, antenncs, equipment
cobinets, and related structures: (1) protect residentiol areas and lond uses from
potential adverse economic impuacts of towers and antennas; (2) encourage the
location of towers in nonresidential areas; (3) encourage the joint use of new and
existing tower sites as o primary opfion rather than construction of additional
single-use towers; (4) encourage users of towers and antennas to locate them in
areas where the adverse effects on the community are minimal. This chapter is
enacted to promote and protect the health, safety, and general welfore of the
citizens of Laramie.

15.14.010.B. General Requirements
1. Commerciat Mobile Radio Service

Commercial mobile radio service (CMRS) focilities are considered either
principal or accessory use in any zoning district. A different exisfing use of an
existing structure on the same lot shall not alone preclude the installation of &
CMRS antenna or tower on the lot.

2. Lot Size

The dimensions of the entire lot (if platted) or parcel (if unplotted) shall
control for purposes of measurements under this eheptersection, even though
the antennas or towers may be locoted on leased parcels within a lot. “Lot”
as used in this section includes both platted lots and unplatted parcels.

3. Inventory of Existing Sites

Each opplicant for a building permit for a tower shall provide to the

community services deperimentDepariment an inventory of its existing fowers
ond sites within the City limits and within one mile outside of the City limits,
including specific information about the Jocation, height, and design of each
tower.

4. Materials

Towers and antennas shall, to the extent possible, use materials, colors,
textures, screening and {andscaping that will blend them in to the natural
setting and surrounding buildings.

5. Lighting

Towers shall not be arfificially lighted unless required by the FAA or other
authority having jurisdiction.

6. State and Federal Requirements

All towers must meet the standards and requirements of the Federal Aviation
Administrotion, Federal Communications Commission, and any other agency
of locoal, state or federal government with jurisdiction to regulate towers or
antennas.



10.

11.

12.

Building Codes—Safety Standards

To ensure the structural integrity of towers, the owner of a tower isshall be
responsible to construct and maintain it in compliance with applicable state
and local building code standards and the applicable standards for towers
published by the Electronic Industries Association, as amended.

Measurement

Tower setbacks and separation distances shall be calculated and applied to
facilities located in the City limits and within one-half mile of the City limits,
irrespective of municipal and county jurisdictional boundaries.

Not Essential Services

Towers and antennas wilshall be regulated and permitted pursuant to this
chapter, and not regulated or permitted as essential services, public utilities,
or private utilities.

Franchises

Owners and operators of towers and antennas shall certify that all franchises
required for the construction or operation of a wireless communication system
in the City have been filed or recorded, as applicable.

Public Notice

Any request for a variance or appeal of an administrative decision
concerning a building permit for a tower or antenna requires notice to all
property owners who would be entitled to notice for a zoning variance
concerning the lot where the tower or antenna is to be constructed, and any
other notice required by law.

Final Decision

a. Limit for City Review

Final action on _any building permit or conditional use application
shall take place within 90 days of city acceptance of a complete

application.

b. Mutual Extension

The timeframes may be extended by mutual consent of the
applicant and the city, and in such instances, the commencement
of the 30-day period for filing suvit shall be tolled.

c. Failure to Act

If the city fails to act within the relevant time frame, the applicant
may file a claim for relief in_any court of competent jurisdiction
within 30 days of the failure to act.




15.14.010.C. Use by Right

1. Wireless telecommunication towers and free standing ontennas* are
permissible pursuant to the use regulations of Section 15.10.000.D.

2. The following uses are specifically permitted as assessor_uses by right:

a. Television and amoleur radio antennas in residential zoning districts, for
the exclusive use of the residence on the lot where the tower is located;

b. Television and radio antennas in nonresidential zoning districts for the
exclusive use of owners or tenants of the property where located, and
that do not extend more than 15 feet above the highest point of the
existing structure;

c. Antennas etechedto-existing-structoresineallzeones;or similar hardware
instalted in all zones, for the purposes of receiving satellite television,
radio transmissions, internet service or any other simjlar service for the
exclusive use of occupants of the building to which it is attached to;

provided that the ontenna, or similar hardware, is attached to
existing structures, and provided the antenna does not extend above

the highest point of the existing structure;

d. Antennas attached to utility poles and light poles upon private
property in all zoning districts, provided the antenna does not extend
more than three feet above the highest point of the pole structure.
Antennas attached to utility poles and light poles within the public right-
of-way sholl not extend more than three feet above the highest point
ot the pole structure ond may be installed: {1} when permitted by the
pole owner's franchise; or (2} by omendment 1o the pole owner's
franchise ordinance or right-of-way use easement or agreement with
the consent of the city council and upon payment of reasonable
compensation for use of the right-of-way.

15.14.010.D. Structural Requiremenis—Availability Of
Existing Towers, Other Structures, Stealth

Towers

1. All new towers shall be designed with
the structuraol capacity to
accommodate af least two co-located
antennas.

2. All new towers shall be located upon

sites that are large enough to contain
the support equipment for at least
two co-located antennas.




3. No application for a building permit for a new tower shall be processed until
the applicant has met with the Depariment before submitting the application,
to review the feasibility of using an existing tower, structure, or a stealth
tower. The applicant must demonstrate thot there is no existing facility thot
can reasonably accommodate the applicant's proposed antenna before the
building permit application is processed. _The Department may require the
applicant to make reasonable efforts to co-locate upon an existing tower.
The Deportment may require the applicant to make reasonable efforts to use
a stealth tower._ Collocation of focilities and/or stealth technology may be
considered a mitigating foctor 1o a_conditional use regyest and may justify
the reguest.

4. If an applicant claims thot it cannot co-locate upon an existing tower, the
applicant shall provide a written report from a Wyoming licensed engineer,
qualified radio frequency expert, or other expert professional in support of
its position._ The Department shall consider the written report in making his
decision.

5. Any applicant who is fm
oggrieved by the decision
of the Depoartment may :

appeal the decision to the :
Ay Tower Haight X
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15.14.010.E. Setbacks and Separation
1. Setbacks

a. Freestanding
Tower

Freestanding towers shall be set back a distance equal to at least
+6675 percent of the
height of the tower Fig

from adjoining lot lines ¢
{see Figure 15.14.130- @
1).

b. Building-Mounted
Towers and Antennas

wer—Setback

to the 75 % of the
Any tower or antenna Tower Height

that is aitach to the
roof of a structyre shall
be set back g minimum
of 20 feet from the
roof's edae on any side
of the structure that faces
Q right-of-woy
(exclyding alleys). Reof

Sp—tOwers SRRGS Fig. 15.14.}130-1; Freestanding Tower Sethack




15.14.010.F.

2. Separation From Residential Uses

1.

c. Accessory Buildings, Guys and Other Equipment
Pursuant to 15.14.130.F;2, Buildings and Other Equipment.

IMAGE AND CAPTION DELETED

The following separation
requirements apply to all towers
and antennas located in the B1,
B2, DC, C2, LM, 11,12, O, and IP districts:

a. Tower separation is measured from the base of the tower to the lot line
of the off-site use/designated area. Tower separation shall comply
with the minimum standards in this subsection. Towers must be
separated from off-site uses/designated areas as follows:

(i) From single-family or duplex residential uses: 300 feet or 300
percent of the height of the tower, whichever is greater;

(ii) From vacant land in a residential zoning district, either platted
or that has an unexpired preliminary plat approved: 300 feet
or 300 percent of the height of the tower, whichever is
greater;

(iii) From vacant unplatted residentially zoned land, public parks,
public schools, and cemeteries: 300 feet or 300 percent of the
height of the tower, whichever is greater;

(iv) No area separation distance is required from land not within a
residential zoning district or from nonresidential uses.

Separation Distances Between Towers

(i) Separation distances between towers are applicable for and
measured between the proposed tower and pre-existing
towers. The separation distances shall be measured by a
straight_horizontal line between the center of the base of the
existing tower and the center of the base of the proposed
tower.

(ii) The minimum separation distances are:
(1) For towers 75 feet or less in height, 500 feet separation;

{2) For towers more than 75 feet in height, 1,000 feet
separation.

Buildings and Other Equipment

For antennas mounted on structures or rooftops, the equipment cabinet or
structure used in association with antennas shall not be more than 15 feet in




15.14.010.G.

15.14.010.H.

15.14.010.1

15.14.010.J.

height and shall comply with all applicable building codes and zoning
requirements.

2. For antennas mounted on utility poles or light poles, the associated
equipment cabinet or structure shall be located outside of the public right-of-
way and in accordance with the following:

a. In residential zoning districts, the equipment cabinet or structure may be
located in a side or rear yard. The equipment cabinet or structure shall
be no more than 15 feet in height, with a floor area of 350 square
feet or less, and shall be located at least 25 feet from all lot lines.

b. In commercial and industrial districts, the equipment cabinet or structure
shall be no greater than 20 feet in height, and shall be screened from
view by landscaping, fencing, or both, of all adjacent residential
properties.

3. For antennas located on towers, the related unmanned equipment cabinet or
structure shall be no more than 20 feet in height, and shall be located in
accordance with the minimum yard requirements for the zoning district in
which located.

Removal of Abandoned Antennas and Towers

Any antenna or tower not operated for twelve consecutive months shall be
considered abandoned. The owner of the antenna or tower shall remove the same
within 90 days of abandonment.

Pre-Existing Towers

New construction other than routine maintenance on a pre-existing tower shall
comply with the requirements of this chapter.

Co-locations.
For towers on which antennas are co-located:

1. Separation distances under Section 1-480:060{8}115.14.130.E of this chapter
are reduced by 25 percent.

2. An existing tower may be modified or rebuilt to a taller height, not to
exceed 40 feet over the tower’s existing height per co-located additional
user, to accommodate the co-location of an additional antenna. The
additional height allowed by this provision shall not require additional
setback or distance separation.

3. A tower that is being rebuilt to accommodate co-location of an additional
antenna may be relocated onsite within 50 feet of its existing location. After
rebuilding, one tower only may remain on the site. A relocated onsite tower
shall be measured from its original location for measurement of separation
distances.

Height

New towers—mey, freestanding or building-mounted, shall not exceed these
heights:

1. For a single user, 100 feet;



15.14.010.K.

15.14.010.L.

2. For two users, 140 feet;

3. For three or more users, 180 feet.

Building-mounted towers shall be measured from the base elevation of the
building at grade to the tallest elevation of the tower.

Conflicts

If the terms of this chapter conflict with any other applicable provision of local,
state, or federal law, the most restrictive shall apply. (Ord. 1311 § 12, 2000).

Use of Right-of-Way

This chapter concerns wireless communication towers or antennas only. Use of
public right-of-way for any system or components of a system for the collection or
distribution of signals to be broadcast or which are received by antennas require
a license or franchise as is appropriate.






